xSCA and Rack Configurator Linkage User Guide
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1 Overview

The purpose of the new functionality provided is to link and benefit from the functionality of two of the stand alone configuration tools, the IBM eServer and IntelliStation Sales Configurator Aid (xSCA) and the IBM xSeries & Linux Cluster Rack Configurator (RC).

This linkage is intended to provide a round trip from the xSCA to the RC and back again and it will allow you to create an internal configuration of a server/s with processors, memory, hard disks, services, adapters, etc, then you can export the Quote with configured systems to the RC. Once in the RC after importing the exported topology file(i.e. The Quote created in the xSCA) you can configure a suite by mounting these systems into a rack and make the necessary racking configuration/cabling and then re-export the total configuration back to the xSCA. Finally in the xSCA you will be able to see the entire list of parts and prices for your solution. 

2 How to use the xSCA linkage facility.

2.1 Classic  Mode.

To export the Quote from the Classic mode, First add your configuration to the Quote sheet in the normal fashion.  Proceed to the Quote sheet and press the Work with RC button as shown in figure 2.1:
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Figure 2.1

After pressing this button, a new screen appears as shown in ”Working with Rack Configurator” window.

2.2 Wizard Mode.

To export your configuration from the Wizard mode, First complete your configuration and add it to the Quote.  Proceed to the Manage Quote screen where the Work with RC button will be enabled as seen in figure 2.2 below:
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Figure 2.2

Click this button to open the Working with Rack Configurator window from where you will be able to export your configurations ready for loading them into the RC.

2.3 Exporting to the RC

The Work with Rack Configurator window shown in the following figure allows you to export the current configurations contained in the Quote:
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Figure 2.3

To export the configuration, click the Export to RC button and an Export to RC window appears to define the name and directory you want to export to as shown in the following picture:
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Figure 2.31

Once you have located a suitable directory to save the exported file, click Save to export the .etp file which is the format that the xSCA and RC use.  When the export is complete, the window closes and returns to the xSCA worksheet or wizard window depending from where you originally started the export process. 

After this, your configuration is ready to be imported into the RC application.

If you wish to immediately import your exported configurations into the RC, you can choose the alternative button Export and Call RC which will follow the same procedure as above, but initiate the RC application if you already have it installed on your computer.

3 Import from RC

From the Work with Rack Configurator window as seen in figure 2.3, click the Import from RC button to open the Import from RC window explorer navigation window.  If there are already items in the Quote sheet, you will be prompted with a Quote Clear Warning (figure 3.0) which will offer you the ability to either proceed to clear the Quote and Import your RC configuration, or decline and return to save your Quote/proceed using the xSCA.  
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Figure 3.0

To proceed to clear the Quote and Import a RC configuration, click Yes to clear the Quote, and then the Import from RC window will be presented as in figure 3.1
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Figure 3.1

Once you have located the .etp file that you are planning to import, click Open to import the .etp file.  Once the file has been successfully imported you will be returned to the Work with RC window from which you can either import an alternative configuration, or click Cancel to continue working with the xSCA.

How to use the Rack Configurator Linkage facility

3.1 To import a file:


Run the IBM Rack Configurator application.

In the file menu, two new menu selections will appear a) Import and b) Export as shown below.
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Figure 4.1.1

If you select the Import command, a window appears as seen in the following diagram:
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Figure 4.1.2

Please NOTE: You can only import files with a .etp extension.

Once the configuration has been imported, the name of it will be shown in the window title as in the diagram below:
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Figure 4.1.3

After successfully importing a .etp file, the validation window will appear displaying any unrecognized information that was imported from the xSCA.
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Figure 4.1.4

The imported Rack cabinets will appear on the suite window, if the rack is empty the RC will preserve the actual state, if the rack was filled with components previously by the RC, the RC will preserve the configuration. The other components will be placed in the floor window. These components can be managed as any other components in the Rack Configurator application, allowing you to place them into a rack, make connections and erase them.
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Figure 4.1.5
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Figure 4.1.6

Internal imported components can also be displayed in the component connection window with some special behavior shown in the window below.
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Figure 4.1.7

All unrecognized components that are mountable in rack and not mounted will be depicted as empty boxes. See the image below.

[image: image14.png]1BM xSeries Rack Configurator v3 - General Purposes

=10l x|
5 e Gt G G
[EeHaHMHBs hbhs =V bb@s
B =R
EE - Configuration workspacelmpm =1 |
=RL1) . -7
ok Cabines
Lo
sorvrs
1/0 Expansion Units

Storage Devies

Tape Uni Devies
] Consce Support
) Fower evices

‘Components depicted as
empty boxes

Lol

[(55842RY) TEM RXE-100 Remote Expansion Enclosure PC]

For Help, press F1





Figure 4.1.8

The depicted components info will be shown in all related views.
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Figure 4.1.9

How to export a configuration from the RC

After finishing the configuration, select the Export command at the file menu. A window appears like this:
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Figure 4.2.1

Please Note:  If you try to export the your configuration through the normal ‘save process’ a message will be displayed indicating that this is not possible.
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Figure 4.2.2

4 Restrictions and Requirements

4.1 xSCA Restrictions

The restrictions are:

· The xSCA tool (Excel workbook) should be compatible with MS Office 2000 and upper versions.

The software requirements are:

· MS Internet Explorer 6.0 .

· Microsoft XML version 4.0 SP 2 : This component is needed by the linkage function to work with XML and XSD technologies used as base of this interface. 

If this component is not installed you can experience an error with the next message at starting time and the xSCA application will be closed.
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Figure 5.1.1
To install this component referee to the next URL:

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=3144b72b-b4f2-46da-b4b6-c5d7485f2b42&DisplayLang=en
Or look for “MSXML 4.0 Service Pack 2” at: http://search.microsoft.com/
Then look for and download the “msxml.msi” file and execute it. Please follow the installation instructions according with your operating system.
While installing the MSXML follow the instructions and choose the default button “Install Now” when the “Choose Setup Type” screen is presented. 
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Figure 5.1.2

If you need to run “Windows Installer 2.0” to install this component. After installing the Windows Installer 2.0 open a command window and locate the msxml,msi file and execute the next command:

msiexec -i msxml.msi

4.2 Rack Configurator Restrictions

No blank configurations can be exported.

Only configurations made in World Wide region can be exported.

Only configurations made in General Purpose and World Wide region can be exported.
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